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INTRODUCTION

The idea of the book which you
have in your hands was born based on
the observations of the current glob-
al political landscape. It doesn’t claim
to be a complete and in-depth study
of the topic but contains the main re-
search results and the highlights of the
project that took place within the year
of 2024.

The book is mostly based on ar-
chival research and oral history inter-
views collected by the research team
in field trips in summer 2024. The re-
search team closely worked with the
National Archives of Georgia, and in
particular with the fonds related to the
history of Soviet Union’s korenization
and NEP political influence on Soviet
Georgia’s national and cultural politic,
and resettling ethnic minorities, espe-
cially the Turk-Meskhetian population
from Samtskhe-Javakheti region.

Resettling Turk-Meskhetian people
resulted in promoting and strengthen-
ing Jewish and Armenian ethnic com-
munities, creating national narratives
and changing historical ethnic national
pictures in the region. In this regard,
it is especially interesting to observe
how regional security challenges affect
local Jewish and Muslim communities’
relationships.
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The literature on the topic chosen
as leading for the current book is ex-
tremely scarce. There’s no scholarly or
popular work that would address the
life of both Jewish and Muslim com-
munities in early Soviet Georgia. In ab-
sence of a corpus of previously done
research and literature, the current
book is based on general works related
to the early Soviet history of Georgia
and to the early Soviet economic and
nationalities policies.

The research team conducted pro-
found work in Georgian National Ar-
chives, including the local archives in
Akhaltsikhe and Batumi, where hun-
dreds of documents related to the
history of life of ethnic and religious
minorities in Georgia were collect-
ed and analyzed. These were mainly
official documents preserved in the
archival fond, protocols, personal let-
ters and statements as well as official
plans of the Communist Party and the
government, records of congresses,
and financial data of artels and collec-
tive farms.

It is clear that both archival and
oral history sources used for the cur-
rent book are incomplete and have a
number of limitations. First of all, the
archival documents are often too offi-
cial and impersonal and in many cases
we should only guess how the real peo-
ple’s life looked like in the researched
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period, based on their applications and
letters to the authorities.

On the other hand, oral history in-
terviews collected in the localities of
former collective farms also have their
limitations — for instance, we could
rarely reach the people who actually
lived in the area during the existence
of the collective farm. Moreover, as
none of our interlocutors was Jewish,
these interviews still showed us the
picture “from outside”. Nevertheless,
the collected resource base was suf-
ficient for the purposes of the study
which you have in your hand and will,
hopefully, encourage more research to
be done in this area.
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MULTICULTURALISM
AS A BASIS OF
GEORGIAN HISTORY

Georgia can be identified as a land
of multiculturalism and multiethnicity.
Historically, South Caucasus and espe-
cially Georgia, was a high interest point
to the several Empires. Eastern Geor-
gia was historically influenced by Per-
sia and other eastern imperial states,
while Western Georgia was inextrica-
bly linked to the Rome, Byzantine Em-
pire and later on the Ottoman Empire.

The region where Georgia is histor-
ically situated, South Caucasus, is the
region where Europe and Asia meet.
Since Georgia was a mountainous re-
gion, it was easy to protect the Darial
gate (Kazbegi region, the main pass
from the Northern to South Caucasus)
from the Northern tribes, Alanian-Os-
setians, Khazars, Mongols, which were
always huge problems for Southern
Empires.

Historically, Georgia used its geo-
graphical position, as it could always
“open” the Darial pass and let the
North Caucasian tribes to invade to-
wards the South. Such invasions were
always painful for the Southern em-
pires. Hereby, the empires had always
special politics towards Georgian king-
domes.
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Not only Northern border protec-
tion historically had an important role
for Georgia, but also trade routes,
which were passing through Georgia
and nearby. Hereby, controlling Geor-
gia meant controlling the trade be-
tween Asia and Europe. It can be said
that controlling Georgia was literally
a trump card for Huge Empires which
were fighting for the south Caucasus,
Middle East and their economical and
military interests.

It should be noted here that later,
during the Turkish invasions in Anato-
lia and the Middle East, Turkish tribes
camped in Georgia and used its territo-
ry for wintering.

We need to know background his-
tory to find out why Georgia is a multi-
cultural country.

Both Jewish and Muslim popula-
tions have a very long tradition of liv-
ing on Georgian lands. Jewish history
of Georgia counts more than 20 centu-
ries, and Jewish population historical-
ly lived all over the country after the
first Jews came to these lands in the
first waves of going to the diaspora in
the first centuries before the new era
and the beginning of the new era. The
existence of a considerable Muslim
population in various parts of Geor-
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gia is related to the country’s history
and a number of invasions from Mus-
lim empires — Arab, Persian, Ottoman.
Parts of Georgia, especially South and
South-West (contemporary Adjara and
Samtskhe-Javakheti) used to be parts
of the Ottoman empire.

Empires always tried to main-
tain long range control over Georgia
guaranteeing their safety. First, what
they were doing was the attempts to
change the dominance in Georgia of
the Christian orthodox religion. In the
case of Muslim Empires, their policies
were based on setting high taxes on
Christians, releasing from taxes those
who changed religion and gifting lands
to them, as well as torturing and de-
stroying Christian churches and clerics.

The Christianity-dominated Byz-
antium used a slightly different ap-
proach. The Emperor was granting ti-
tles to the Georgian kings (Kurapalati,
Magistros), trying to express that Byz-
antine titles meant political and cul-
tural influence on Georgia. Not only
titles but also religion was the instru-
ment of control for the Byzantines in
Georgia. During the Byzantine peri-
od the main religion of the Western
and Eastern Georgian population was
Christian orthodoxy.
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It should be mentioned here that
Muslim Empire leaders (Ottoman and
Persian ) always thought that Georgia
(Gurjistan, as they used to call it) was
their province, and Georgians Kings
were local governors. In the period
during the 16th-17th centuries every
next Georgian king was supposed to
wait for the Sultan’s approval for the
coronation. Georgian kings were also
sending their children to the sultan as
a symbol of full trust and service. Geor-
gian heirs were studying Muslim cul-
ture, history, military actions and even
they were accompanying Sultans into
the military campaigns.

The history of the Georgian ruling
dynasty is a very special and interest-
ing viewpoint to understand the pecu-
liarities of Georgian multiculturalism.
As Bagrationis chronicler Sumbat Da-
vitisdze, in his work “Life and Activity
of the Bagrationis, the Georgian Kings,
Their Origin, Time of Their Crowning
for Kings of Kartli” states, the Bagra-
tionis are descended from the Biblical
King David. Prince Davitisdze states,
“And four brothers (the sons of Solo-
mon) came to Kartli; but one of them
named Guaram was chosen to be the
eristavi (i.e. the ruler) and he was the
eristavi of Kartli and the Bagrationis’
father. And so the Bagrationis of Kar-
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tli were the grandsons and relatives of
Guaram”.

There are other chroniclers who
support ideas about Jewish origin of
Bagrationis, for example the historian
of the Georgian King David “the Build-
er” considers David IV “the Builder” to
be the 78th descendant of the biblical
King David.

One of the light examples of Byzan-
tine influence on Georgian politic was
Ashot the First of Iberia, also known
as Ashot the 1st Kurapalati, Son of
the Adarnase, one of the founders of
dynasty of Bagrations. Ashot the First
was fighting to enlarge Tao-Klarjeti ter-
ritories which were North-East territo-
ries of nowadays Turkey. After his as-
sassination, Georgian kings usually had
Byzantine titules. The first king who
refused the Byzantine titule was David
4th the builder. During the Byzantine
period western Georgia was strongly
influenced by Christian religion.

Western Georgia was even pre-
sented by a bishop during the first
council of Nicaea in 325 AC. Even after
Byzantine lost its influence on Anatolia
(the Eastern region) after several de-
feats with Turks, Georgia still remained
the forpost of Christianity.

It should be mentioned that even
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the history of spreading Christianity in
Georgia is related to the Jews. In the
first centuries Jews from a local, Geor-
gian community went to Jerusalem
to participate in Christ’s burial. They
brought in Georgia part of the christ’s
robe, and according to legend, the first
Svetitskhoveli,
was later on built on the place where a

Georgian cathedral,

Jewish Christian Sydonia died.

Georgian states managed to tack
under the interests of several political
powers. This can be one key to survive
in such hot geopolitical changes which
were happening between Empires and
different cultural and religious views.

Such a political and religious situ-
ation caused long time movement of
people, but still, under the Georgian
rulers whose ideas were multicultur-
al, living in this region appeared more
comfortable for such ethnic minorities
as Jews, Muslims, Greeks, Russians, Ar-
menians etc.

Famous historical fact from Geor-
gian history, King David the 4th set
lower taxes to Muslims and Jews than
to ethnic Georgians after the recap-
turing of Georgian capital Thilisi from
Arabs. This was the declaration of tol-
erance and pragmatic thinking.

Jews were historically famous in
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Georgia for trading, since Georgia
needed promotion of trade to develop
its economy. The authorities in various
historical periods were trying to create
more Jewish districts around the coun-
try, accepting more Jews, giving them
lands and rights to trade.

Muslims constituted considerable
political and man powers around Geor-
gia after the Arab caliphate era. That’s
why Georgian rulers were always try-
ing to create such ethnic politics that
Muslim people would be feeling pro-
tected and safe in Georgia. It should as
well be mentioned that the Georgian
Muslim minority also played a strong
role in Georgian multiethnic politics.

Arab caliphates started their inva-
sion towards Georgian lands in the 7th
century and already in the beginning
of the 8th century they managed to
establish the Thilisi emirate which last-
ed until 1122 after Georgian king David
4th the Builder captured and united all
Georgian kingdoms one again. During
the period of Arab ruling, the Georgian
population lived in struggle to main-
tain Christian religion.

They were either supposed to live
in poverty and pay high taxes or get
Muslim religion and live freely without
any tax.
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After the Ottoman Empire gained
influence on Western Georgian re-
gion, Adjara and Southwest Georgia
(Tao-Klarjeti region, later Akhaltsikhe)
became the most important base of
Muslim religion, since it spreaded
there well. During the Ottoman oc-
cupation Batumi became the center
of Adjara region, and the number of
Muslims has increased. Muslim influ-
ence is still high in Adjara region due
to Turkish influence.

Western Georgia and Eastern Geor-
gia officially got under the influence of
Ottoman and Persian empires after
the 1555 truce of Amasia between Ot-
toman and Persian empires. Western
Georgian kingdoms and lands, as well
as western Armenia, has been occu-
pied by the Ottoman Empire and, on
the other hand, eastern Georgian king-
doms and eastern Armenia has been
occupied by Persia.

Adjara is also home to Laz people
(a Georgian ethnic group) and Jews.
It should be mentioned that the Ad-
jarian Jewish community was quite
different in comparison to other parts
of Georgia. This is because, while
the majority of Jewry in Georgia are
Georgian Jews, the majority of Batu-
mi Jewish community was constituted
by Ashkenazi Jewry. The correlation
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between Jews and Muslims in Adjara
was more in that region than the East-
ern part of the country.

Adjara region has been liberated
in the 19th century by the Russian
Empire, there still lives quite a large
number Muslim population who are
Georgians with their nationality, as
same about Laz people who live now
in Turkey’s Trabzon region — they are
Georgias but Muslim by religion.

Soviet time, and especially the pe-
riod of World War Il and the process-
es of industrialization had, of course,
its impact on the ethnic and con-
fessional composition of Georgia’s
population. We see the process of
enlargement of the Ashkenazic com-
munity as the result of resettlement
from other parts of the USSR. Simul-
taneously, as the result of Stalinist
repressions and resettlements, the
Turk-Meskhetian
ished from the republic.

population van-

The resettlement of the Meskhe-
tian-Turks took place in November
1944. In the region of Samtskhe-Ja-
vakheti,
ish border, more than 90 thousand

near the Georgian-Turk-

Muslim Turks and Kurds used to live.
During World War 2 Turkish state
had pro-Nazi politics and used to
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provide the Third Reich with import-
ant materials until late 1944. The
Soviet Government had a fear that
the border was unstable and that it
could cause problems in case of con-
flict with Turkey. Hereby, the Soviet
Union government decided to reset-
tle the Muslim Turkish and Kurdish
population to Central Asia, especially
in Uzbekistan.

To resettle more than 90 thousand
people, the Soviet Georgian govern-
ment used 20 thousand soldiers and
hundreds of trucks. First echelons left
Georgia on 15 November, 1944, More
than 26 thousand people left the re-
public. The Soviet Government let
them take 1.5 ton loads per family.

The ressettling process was under-
going under supervision of Lavrenti
Beria from Moscow. By the end of No-
vember 1944, 91 095 people were de-
ported from Soviet Georgian borders?.

It should also be mentioned that
from Southern regions of Georgia
more than 40 thousand Meskhetian
Turks have been sent to the World War
2 fronts, from whom only 14 thousand
came back.

According to the Soviet officials,
the resettling process finished “with-
out any excess”.
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All
events and facts which have been

above mentioned historical

named in this chapter show the rea-
sons and that time’s historical realities
which together with Georgian cultural
and political peculiarities created the
base of multicultural and multieth-
nic Georgia. Azerbaijanis, Armenians,
Russians, Greeks, Turks, Kurds, Jews,
North Caucasian ethnoses, every-
body accumulated in one country with

Georgians.

According to all interviews with
Georgians or with people of other
ethnic backgrounds, who speak about
each other, there never was any sense
of hate speech, furthermore in Geor-
gia you can often meet mixed fami-
lies, Jews-Georgian, Georgian-Russian,
Georgian-Armenian etc.

BRIEF INTRODUCTION INTO
JEWISH HISTORY OF GEORGIA

Georgian Jewry is a unique and
ancient community, distinct from oth-
er Jewish Diasporas. It is one of the
oldest diaspora communities in the
world, dating back to the first century
B.C.E, and perhaps even earlier.

According to the Georgian histori-
cal tradition, Jews have been living on
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the territory of Georgia for about 26
centuries.

Georgian chronicles of the 11th
century, for example, “Kartlis Tsk-
hovreba” and “The Life of St. Nino”
report that the first Jews came to the
territory of Kartli and settled there
when the Babylonian king Nebuchad-
nezzar destroyed the first temple and
expelled the Jews from Jerusalem in
586 BC.

Leonti Mroveli, compiler of the
11th century chronicle, wrote: “After
a long time, King Nebuchadnezzar in-
vaded Jerusalem. The Jews who fled
from there came to Kartli; they began
to ask the Mtskheta elders to give
them land with the imposition of trib-
ute on them. The elder gave it to them
and settled it in the Aragvi gorge, near
a spring called Zanavi. And the land
that they held on the condition of
paying tribute is now called Zanavi.

Vakhushti Batonishvili (18th cen-
tury) wrote about the same event:
“And the Jews expelled by Nebuchad-
nezzar came again, and the elder of
Mtskheta also settled them in Kherki,
north of Aragvi.” As we can see, he
writes that under Nebuchadnezzar
the Jews “came again”, which indi-
cates that Batonishvili believed that
the Jews arrived in Georgia earlier.

21

mo boggmboo s, dgbadmms, Mgdm
>5MY (3.

Jotorgmo  ob@mMoymo  §Mowon-
(300b obgz0m, gdMogmgda Ladso-
39mmdo ssbmmagdom 26 Layinbgs
(3bm36™dg0.

Xl bomgmbol Joorqgmo  JOMb-
03900, MmamMgdoiss: ,JoMmemob
3bm36gds“ @ ,6806s 6abmb (3b-
mgMgds”, agombygdgb, Gmd Jom-
B9fo@mGnodg  3oMggmo
90659mgdn 3mbzwbgb s obsbme-
696 3oL d93wya, Moz dodoemmbgmads
3999 636 Jm@Mbmbm@mds d3.6. 586
Bgmb 30Mg9mo @ododa gosboa«-
M5 o 0gfyybomodoEsb goMogmgdo
aoboggbo.

Xl Lo 3nbob 46mbogzol 3d934369-
mo mgmb@o IMmggmo BgHs: w0
a0dm309L 53sb dobs ¢5360 IGsgom-
bo. 35306 bodmJmEmbmbm® 39939356

bom3mbBYmabs ngbamgdn, s 3¢)-

ool

boo Mm@ gdymmbo M0sbo Imzowgl Jo-
Momb, s dmombmgglb dsbgmgmoms
3535bobmobobogeb Jmgysbs bamzoms.
dob(3o o oLLbS sMoambs bgws, by-
SMmMby, MmM3gmbs 34396 bobogo. o
m3gemo Jngysbs sdmbos dom bam 3o-
09, 56 34356 by 3 b 30bs Jobonzb”.

396380 doGmbodgama (XVIII b.)
03039 dmgmagbadg BgMs: 05 Img-
000696 0bg3 bsdyydmEmMbmbmEal dog®
©g3bomo goMsgmagdo o @ssbobms
obobo 3(zbgoolb gbmgb3s bgM 330,
sfogzol AMeommgo Boboemdn®. Hm-
amt(3 3690030, b3dJmEmbmbmmal

396omEol  goMogmgddg ol Bg@b:



Chronicles also speak of the exis-
tence of several waves of Jewish set-
tlers between the first century BC and
the first century AD.

In the ancient Georgian historical
monument “Conversion of Georgia
to Christianity”, another version of
the date of the appearance of Jews in
Georgia is recorded — this is 169 BC.
e., which coincides with the reign of
the Seleucid king Antiochus IV (175-
163), whose policies led to the upris-
ing in Judea and the Maccabean wars.

Georgian legends associate the
next wave of Jewish migration to
Georgia with the capture of Jerusa-
lem by the Roman emperor Vespasian
in 70. However, the first material evi-
dence that Jews lived on the territory
of Georgia, namely in Mtskheta and
Urbnisi, refers only to the first centu-
ries of our era.

As a result of archaeological ex-
cavations of the ancient necropolis
of Samtavro in Mtskheta, the ancient
capital of Georgia, carried out back
in 1872 and in 1938, two tombstones
with Hebrew inscriptions dated to
the 4th-5th centuries of our era were
found. One of these stones is now on
display at the Museum of the Histo-
ry of Georgian Jews named after Da-
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vid Baazov, and the second is in the
storage of the National Museum of
Georgia.

According to a legend, the Sve-
titskhoveli temple in Mtskheta, which
until recently was the main cathedral
of Georgia, was built on the site of
the death of Sidonia, a Jewish woman
who converted to Christianity, at the
moment when her brother brought
Christ’s tunic from the holy land.
Hereby, the Jewish history of Geor-
gia is closely related to the country’s
Christian traditions. This fact is often
used to explain the historically com-
parative low level of antisemitism in
Georgia.

According to Georgian historical
tradition, Jews lived in almost every
corner of the country. Many of them
have been serfs since the 14th and
15th centuries and belonged to pri-
vate owners, the crown or the church.
There were also Jewish landowners.
A significant part of the Jewish pop-
ulation of Georgia was engaged in
small-scale (shipping) trade or hand-
icrafts, especially dyeing, wool yarn,
shoemaking, and ceramics manufac-
turing were widespread. Jews were
also locksmiths and blacksmiths. This
activity was also to some extent con-
nected with trade, since the Jewish ar-
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tisans themselves sold their products.
But often at the same time they did
not completely break away from agri-
culture, especially in Eastern Georgia
—almost everyone had their own land
plot for an orchard and a vineyard.

Georgian Jews are more integrat-
ed into the Georgian people than any
other ethnic or national minority in
Georgia. Israeli researcher Konstantin
Lerner tends to analyze the phenom-
enon of Georgian Jewry as accultur-
ation without assimilation. It should
be noted that the lexical influence of
Hebrew is traced in the Georgian lan-
guage, which may also indicate a long
cohabitation of non-Jewish Georgians
with Jewish Georgians. So, the count-
ing of the days of the week in the
Georgian language starts from Satur-
day — which is called “shabati”. The
community did not develop any sep-
arate language like Yiddish or Ladino,
but spoke (and still speaks) Georgian.
The use of language is a very import-
ant marker, since it is a valuable part
of Georgian national identity with its
alphabet being a part of the national
heritage of the country.

The self-name of Georgian Jews
is either “ebraeli” or “kartveli ebrae-
li”. Historically, there were also other
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names such as Uria, Yisraeli and Is-
raelishvili.

With the abolition of serfdom, the
development of trade and the growth
of cities in the 18th and 19th centu-
ries, there was a process of resettle-
ment of the Jewish population from
small, declining locations to larger
centers.

By 1801, when Georgia was in-
corporated into the Russian Empire,
Georgian Jews already constituted
an integral part of Georgian society
with their own niche as traders in the
country’s economy and their unique
culture and traditions. The incorpo-
ration of Georgia into the Russian
Empire resulted in gradual arrival of
Ashkenazi Jewry from other parts of
the empire. Simultaneously, the Rus-
sian legislation restricting the rights of
the Jews became applied to Georgian
territory.

Historically, the Caucasus is a con-
flict region. It is clear, however, that
Georgian Jews successfully coexisted
with local Georgian non-Jewish pop-
ulations for over 25 centuries. This
doesn’t exclude that certain clashes
and problems between Jews and non-
Jews have had a place in the history
of Georgia. Nevertheless, at least ex-
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isting Georgian literature points that
Georgian Jews and Georgian non-
Jews had a long history of comfort-
able living together.

The 20th century was the time
of the gradual spread of Zionism in
Georgia, as well as the period when
attempts were made in Soviet Geor-
gia to collectivize and unite local Jews
into collective farms.

According to Altshuler (2012),
in the 1950s 29% of the synagogues
which remained open in the Sovi-
et Union were in Georgia (26 of 90),
while only 2.3% of the Soviet Union’s
Jewish population lived in that repub-
lic. This illustrates, on one hand, the
low level of secularization in Geor-
gian Jewish society, and, on the other
hand, the lighter approach of local So-
viet authorities to the religious prac-
tices in Georgia. Nevertheless, the
cases of persecutions of prominent
Jewish figures are known, such as the
arrest of Tskhinvali rabbis in 1930s as
well as the persecutions of prominent
Jewish intellectuals and the director
of the Historical and Ethnographical
Museum of the Jews of Georgia over
the Zionism charges in the 1950s.

During World War Il Georgian SSR
served as an important anchor point
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in the evacuation of civilian popula-
tion from Nazi-occupied North Cau-
casus and Crimea and a place for
temporary relocation of the refugees
from other parts of the USSR. Orga-
nized evacuation from Crimea and
North Caucasus was ongoing through
the Georgian SSR, with some of the
evacuated being temporarily located
in the republic.

In the same period, a non-orga-
nized wave of refugees came to Geor-
gia through the Caucasian mountains.
This influx of population, a consider-
able part of which constituted Ashke-
nazi Jewry from the European part of
the USSR, including large cities, dis-
torted the usual way of life in Soviet
Georgia and, most probably, brought
modernization tendencies and facil-
itated building of new connections
and relations in local communities.

Soviet time was the period of
large-scale Socialist construction in
Soviet Georgia. With the new ideol-
ogy and, especially during the first
years of the USSR, romanticizing of
the “new order” and enthusiasm for
the creation of a “new Soviet person”,
collectivization and industrialization
processes take place in the country.
With the construction of factories and
building of new housing estates, the
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Endnotes/ lsjmenom

' 1944 Beoob mggozooma@o  ©m3ndgb@gdo LagdsGogzgmmda 8(3bmgMmgda «d-
3069bmdgdab goEsbabmagdol mamdadyg. 20 bmgddgmo 2020, s68mb zsgsmadg [Official
documents from 1944 regarding the deportation of minorities living in Georgia. 20 november
2020, Anton Vacharidze] https://idfi.ge/ge/official_documents of 1944 on_the_deportation
of _minorities_living_in_southern_georgia
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NEW ECONOMIC POLICY
(NEP) AND EARLY SOVIET
NATIONALITIES POLICY
VIS A VIS ETHNIC AND
RELIGIOUS MINORITIES
IN SOVIET GEORGIA

Early Soviet time, and especially
the 1920s was characterized by the
process of development of Soviet state
structures and the development of the
ruling party’s ideology regarding the
national and ethnic issues. The Sovi-
et Union was a multinational country
from its very birth, and the authorities
were supposed to develop a successful
nationalities policy to keep the country
together and in accordance with the
line of Marxism-Leninism which was
the base of the party’s ideology.

Yuri Slezkine in his article “The
USSR as a Communal Apartment, or
How The Socialist State Promoted Eth-
nic Particularism” speaks about how
Soviet new national politics was born
in the Soviet Union. According to him,
Lenin’s acceptance of the reality of na-
tions and “national rights” was one of
the most uncompromising position he
ever took®.

The korenization policy of the
1920s was an important period of the
early Soviet nationalities policy. This
policy was based on the idea of inte-
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gration of non-Russian nationalities
into the government of particular So-
viet republics. This was a period when
nations and national minorities of the
republics were promoted to admin-
istrative government with the goal of
growing communist cadres. In partic-
ular, the national policy course of the
korenization period was aimed at the
inclusion of ethnic minorities in the
large Soviet economy?.

In many areas of the USSR Jews
were involved in illegal trade and shad-
ow economy as private trade was seen
as illegal activity in the Soviet Union.
The period of the New Economic Pol-
icy (NEP) was somewhat favorable for
some of the private trading enterprises
but as this policy was going to its end,
the restrictions got harsher.

The beginning of this process was
laid at the 12th Congress of the Com-
munist Party in 19233 As Jonathan
Denkel Chen in his book, “Cultivation
of the Red Earth” often analyzes and
uses the policy of indigenization to ex-
plain the context of various issues, for
example, partial indigenization began
in 1923 and the goal was to transform
ethnic minorities, especially those who
lived in the border regions, to that they
would be subordinated to the common
Russian policy.

However, as Denkel Chen points
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out, in the late 1930s, this direction
of politics had problems, on the one
hand, Stalin, who was in favor of the
assimilation of the Jewish nation, and
on the other hand, Mikhail Kalinin,
who supported the anti-assimilation
policy, in the end, Stalin’s idea won,
and in 1936-1937, the Koreanization
policy was abandoned.

The leadership of the Soviet Union
decided to support the ethnic minori-
ties and to promote the development
of language and culture in specific na-
tional territories. In addition, the issue
of education had to be resolved — as,
according to the Soviet policy of time,
everyone was supposed to learn how
to read and write, —and economic pol-
icy control was relatively relaxed, trade
and private ownership were allowed*.

During the period of NEP, as Slez-
kine suggests, the Soviet Union took a
completely different direction of poli-
tics of nationalities from the Russian
Empire. Nevertheless, according to
Slezkine, “truly father” of nationali-
ty politics was Stalin who was leading
1928-1932
Soviet state financed historic national
projects such that no other state has
ever done before®.

,,Great transformation”

The Soviet authorities began to ac-
cept ethnic minorities in high positions
and to incorporate them to some ex-
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tent in the decision-making process.
After adopting a new economic policy
(NEP), the Soviet authorities of Georgia
started to encourage small businesses.
It was during this period that Georgian
Jews resumed their work and sold ko-
sher products through Jewish cooper-
atives, for some time they were closed
on Saturdays®.

The Soviet Georgian policy towards
Jews was determined and influenced
by the processes taking place in the
center of the USSR (Moscow). The
Communist Party saw the need to
have people of all nationalities among
its supporters. This was still the peri-
od from 1917-21 when in the Sovi-
et Union, apart from the Communist
Bolshevik Party, there were various
left-wing parties that had their sup-
porters’. The Communist Party actively
worked in order to gain more followers
from Jewish community and to make
the Bolshevik party more popular in
Jewish community.

Since every republicincluded in the
Soviet Union had its own communist
party branch, which actually repre-
sented a regional section, it was neces-
sary to create a Jewish section (the so-
called Evsection), which would work
specifically on the issue of this nation®.

Such big transformations, which
accompanied korenization and in par-
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ticular the new economic policy of the
Soviet Union, would obviously cause
big problems, which in turn were
caused by the desire of the then Soviet
authorities, especially Stalin, to quick-
ly transform the Soviet Union into a
self-sufficient state.

The national policy of korenization
also contributed to the greater involve-
ment of ethnic minorities in the activi-
ties of the state and other institutions,
in addition to increasing access to edu-
cation, which also led to the transition
of ethnic minorities to a better socio-
economic level.

As Slezkine points out, Stalin pro-
moted national politics during the
Great national transformation, but
Stalin also adopted the “Great Re-
treat” policy in the mid-1930s, which
reduced the “paces of national political
development” and it turned into other
type ethnic politics during World War
Il, when it was necessary to explain
that nationality stood before class®.
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THE REALMS OF
MEMORY: NEIGHBORLY
LIFE IN CURRENT
RECOLLECTIONS

During the field research phase, the
research team has visited several loca-
tions in western and south-west Geor-
gia, including Batumi, Adjara region,
and Akhaltsikhe, Samtskhe-Javakhe-
ti region. The locations were chosen
according to its history and historical
population. In both regions Muslim
and Jewish communities coexisted
throughout history. Historically, Jews
and Muslims were living peacefully in
various regions of Georgia. Neverthe-
less, during the period of the Soviet
Union, following its politics towards
religion and nationalities, the overall
picture has changed.

During World War 2 and immedi-
ately after it, following the decision
of Stalin and Beria, the Turk-Meskhe-
tian  (Muslim community) popula-
tion was resettled from the region
of Samtskhe-Javakheti to the central
republics.
of Muslims left Georgia, and after
that population balance changed in
the region. Since then, mostly Geor-
gians, Armenians and Jews lived in
Samtskhe-Javakheti. Another period
when the population balance changed
again was after the 1970ies, when the
first large wave of Aliyah (the process

Asian Soviet Thousands
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of moving to Israel by the Jewish pop-
ulation) started in the USSR. Today,
Georgians and Armenians mostly live
in the region of Samtskhe-Javakhe-
ti and in Akhaltsikhe. Akhaltsikhe is a
bordering city to Turkey.

RECOLLECTIONS ABOUT
JEWS AND MUSLIMS

During the field research phase,
the research team has collected a
number of interviews with locals of
religious back-
grounds. The research team was trying
to find out what kind of memories still
exist in the society regarding their for-
mer Jewish and Muslim neighbors. The
interviews with the people who could
potentially remember the Soviet peri-
od took place in various locations — in
the streets, neighborhoods and in the
local markets, as well as in synagogues
and mosques.

various ethnic and

Ethnic Armenians who now popu-
late the former Jewish district of Akha-
Itsikhe warmly recall their former Jew-
ish neighbors. They also mentioned
that there are still a lot of houses in
the district which continue belonging
to Jewish families. These people, who
left for Israel in the 1970s and 1990s,
according to our interlocutors, are vis-
iting their childhood houses several
times a year.
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INTERVIEW VII
Respondent: Are you Georgian?

Interviewer: Well, have you lived
in Akhaltsikhe for a long time? Or at
all?

Respondent: We are from Meskhi
Akhaltsk, but we understand Armenian
and Russian.

Interviewer: Do you remember
the Jews? Did you have Jewish neigh-
bors or did they live there?

Respondent: “Kaneshna”, all Jews
lived there, Georgia is such a “strana”,
there are all nationalities, there are Ar-
menians, Yerevanites, Russians, Geor-
gians, they are very good people.

Interviewer: Are you Armenian?

Respondent: Yes, | am Armenian,
my grandmother is Georgian.

Interviewer: Do you remember
what the Jews were busy with, that is-
sue is very interesting for us.

Respondent: There were many
Jews. They had shops.

Interviewer: Are there any stores
left?

Respondent: There are two fami-
lies left here, but no shops.

Georgians also often recall their
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Jewish neighbors in their interviews.
Usually their memories are very posi-
tive. We often hear that they were liv-
ing calmly and peacefully, that Jewish
community was very important for the
city’s economy and that they still have
touch with their Jewish friends — who,
in most cases, now live in Israel.

INTERVIEW I
Interviewer: Do you remember
that period when Jews lived here?

Respondent: How can | not re-
member, | also had a classmate

Interviewer: Really? What was his
last name?

Respondent: It was Manasheri-
shvili.

Interviewer: Oooh...

Respondent: Now, just now, you
see, when you came in, if you enter
the bridge on the right and if you turn
right, if you enter directly, this area is
still called the Jewish district.

Interviewer: Is it still called that?

Respondent: Even now, we call it
that, that is, the old people, who we
live in, it is the Jewish district, we still
call it the Jewish district.

Interviewer: How much was it?
What were they busy with? What were
they doing?
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Respondent: Jews? None of them
physically worked, trading, as usual,
“speculators” were called that then,
they were called that during the com-
munist era.

One and more interesting topic is
the issue of Muslim memory both with-
in the Georgian and Armenian com-
munity. Their memory about Muslims
who used to live in the region seems to
be “deleted”, vanished. When asked a
question “Do you remember anything
about Muslims who used to live here,
stories from childhood or anything”,
the most common answer in the region
of Samtskhe-Javakheti was: “Which
Muslims? Muslims never lived here”. It
should also be mentioned that during
the part of the interview when the
question regarding the Muslim popu-
lation was asked, often hidden aggres-
sion was sensible from respondents,
especially from the interlocutors of the
ethnic Armenian background.

Ethnic Armenians in Georgia have
strong cultural and religious identity,
including in the region of Akhaltsikhe.
They also observe the general political
agenda of the state of Armenia regard-
ing the national and religious issues,
which is based on juxtaposing Arme-
nia to Turkey and Azerbaijan. Based
on this, it could be assumed that these
geopolitical issues make Armenian re-
spondents hide their memory or some
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information related to Muslims in the
same city, or their memory becomes
repressed by the current political
agenda, resulting in the lacunas, when
it goes about the “uncomfortable”
memory.

Another historical fact and rea-
son why ethnic Armenians from the
Samtskhe-Javakheti feel uncomfort-
able with the Muslim topic during in-
terviews could be related with the lo-
cal history, and namely with Turkish
genocide against ethnic Armenians
during begining of the 20th century.
This was the period when the Arme-
nian population of nowadays Turkey
tried to find a shelter in the neighbor-
ing countries. Many ethnic Armenians
found a refuge in Georgia during that
period. Hereby, the majority of Arme-
nians in Akhaltsike are descendants of
those who came to these territories
escaping Turkish genocide. It could be
assumed that communicative mem-
ory! regarding the Muslim neighbors
is strongly repressed in their memo-
ry, and this could create the hidden
aggression which the research team
could feel when mentioning Muslims
during the interview.

As it was mentioned above, the
Turk-Meskhetian population was re-
settled from Samtskhe-Javakheti in the
1940ies, and later on, in the 1970ies,
the Jewish population started to leave
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Soviet Georgia. Thistime range appears
to be lost in ethnic Armenian commu-
nicative memory about Muslims and
Jews in the region of Samtskhe-Ja-
vakheti, or Armenian state geopolitical
influence makes this memory to be re-
pressed.

The interlocutors of the ethnic
Georgian background seem to also
have no communicative memory re-
garding the Muslim population of the
region due to a large time distance
from the events described. Neverthe-
less, they do have historical informa-
tion regarding the local Muslims in
their minds. As a rule, they follow up
the questions regarding the local Mus-
lim community with a Soviet Union
narrative about this issue, saying some
historical facts. They usually recall
how Stalin and Beria resettled the lo-
cal Muslims from Akhaltsikhe and the
neighboring locations, and since then
no Muslims are living there.

INTERVIEW VIII
Interviewer: They mentioned the
Abrashka shop.

Respondent: Abrashka’s shop was
in the center.

Interviewer: So it was in the cen-
ter...

Respondent: It was in the center

Interviewer: | mean, not here..
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Respondent: No, there were no
nuts, there he sold what is called...
pieces.

Interviewer: That is, it is towards
Rustaveli Street..

Respondent: Towards Rutaveli
Street, but it was not his property, he
worked as a salesman himself.

Interviewer: It's clear... the lady
next to the synagogue told us And
that’s why we came.

Respondent: It was a Jewish shop,
there was no such thing, there was a
shop here, a Jew worked as a sales-
man, that was the topic.

Interviewer: So they had a cloth
shop?

Respondent: Yes, if Jewish kosher
was sold, they would not have such a
store.

Interviewer: And was kosher sold
anywhere?

Respondent: One or two were sold
back and forth, if you were in the syn-
agogue, it was his boy, Simonas, who
was fed up, Simona was doing it.

Interviewer: When before or now?
Respondent: Before, now he died

Interviewer: They didn’t even need
it now..

42

0b@gMgoygco:  sby 636@)630

0ym...
Mgb3mbogb@o: (396@Mdn nym.
06@gMgomgMoa: obyy o ofo..

Mgb3mbegb@on: Mo, domsdogdn oM
0ym, 07 yows 0dsb, Mo Jz0s bogmgol.

0b@gMgoggda: sbyy Mbomoggmal
d‘@ﬁobJUS >6Mob...

G9b3mbegb@o: bm, Mybmaggmal
Jhobggb, doamMsd dogobo o oym,
®3000mb g0dyo@zggmem 34domds.

0b@gMgoggda: goboggdos bobosgm-
a0l g39M©0m Jomds@mbds gzombms
©d dog0@md hodmggmnom.

Mgb3dmbegb@o: 0dgbs gdMommon
domobod, gagmo Mdg oM ymagomo,
od oym domabos, gdMsgma 34domd-
> 39390R3ImIR, 93gen @gds oy,
omeg..

0b@gMgogMa: 56v) bogMol domo-
B0 3gmbosx?

Ggb3mbegb@o: 3m, gdMoyma do-

dgfn HmA gogoEmmoym, §agomo doms-
B0o 56 3dmboso.

0b@gMgz099Mo0: 5 JodgMo nynwyg-
dms bowdg?

G9b3mbegb@o: ghmo mMo nyowg-
dmo, 50, o7, 396, bLabsgmasdn oy
0ys30m md30l dogdons, (3bmbgdmmao bo-
dmbabon, bodmbs s390gd0s.

0b@gMgogMo: Gmeol, gb sMg
o) Sbems?



Respondent: They used to come
from Thilisi and buy from him...

Interviewer: Sure, do you remem-
ber?

Respondent: How come | wasn’t
here, if Jews lived here, there are many
houses, here a Jew lived, there, there,
next to it, there was a Jew above, there
were many Jews...

Interviewer: That is, if we go to
Rustaveli and ask for a former cloth
shop, they will probably tell us?

Respondent: Well, they will tell
you that this store has already been
changed.

Interviewer: We know that, we
were just curious.

Respondent: The previous atmo-
sphere will no longer be there.

Interviewer: They mentioned
something about Abrashka’s shop.

Respondent: Abrashka’s shop used
to sell old pieces and other things, even
rolls, by the meter, Abrashka lived here
next door.

Interviewer: So you knew him per-
sonally.

Respondent: Yes, he had a white
car and he was driving...
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Interviewer: And did he die here in
Georgia or did he go to Israel with his
family?

Respondent: Abrashka? Oh, | don’t
remember... the boy lived in Thilisi, he
didn’t go to Israel.

Interviewer: Do you remember
the last name?

Respondent: No, | don’t remem-
ber the last name... | didn’t even know,
the girl also got married in Thilisi, there
were even neighbors next to me, they
went to Germany, the boy went to Is-
rael, he became my son’s brother-in-
law...

Interviewer: So he had three chil-
dren?

Respondent: One boy, two girls,
he married a girl in Thilisi, that boy
was my boy’s brother, they grew up
together since childhood, they write to
each other in the district, in the neigh-
borhood.

Interviewer: Do you have contact?

Respondent: Yes, they themselves
came to Israel

Interviewer: We just visited the
cemetery.

Respondent: Are you from Thbili-
si? Jews remained there?! There is no
one, Vapshe” (at all) left here.
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Interviewer: Yes, yes.

Respondent: This one Simona’s
boy is Benoy, and one Yasha, Yasha has
a house here, but sometimes it is in
Germany, sometimes it is somewhere
else.

Interviewer: That is, he hasn’t sold
itand is arriving.

Respondent: Yes, he has a house
behind here, it is his mother-in-law’s
house.

Interviewer: Of course, you have a
very nice city.

Respondent: It used to be better, if
there were Jews, they were richer

Interviewer: Do you remember
Muslims saying Muslims?

Respondent: They lived quietly,

Interviewer: That is, as “Apshi-
na”-community let say.

Respondent: During Stalin’s time,
Muslims were expelled by Stalin, af-
ter that | have not seen a Muslim, but
recently some people have arrived,
Meskhels in the city, outside the city,
| have heard of several families. Those
who left pretended to have come back
now. They don’t look like that.

Interviewer: It is clear... thank you
very much, this is how we collect in-
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formation about Jews and we are also
interested in Muslims.

Respondent: Now | heard that
Jews are buying houses in Thilisi.

Georgian Jewish memory is also
still alive and actively preserved in
common memory. Jews, Georgians
and Armenians are caring to preserve
it, they continue relationships via on-
line or meeting during celebrations of
Jewish religious holidays, they gather
and recall their past. Also Armenians
and Georgians are caring about Jewish
houses and properties when they are
absent.

Georgian Jews never lose their in-
terests in their ex habitats; they even
pay salaries to the locals to care about
their ancestors’ graveyards. Syna-
gogue is also under renovation and a
small Georgian Jewish community still
gathers there.

The cultural and ethnic picture
in Batumi, Adjara region, is different
nowadays, because, in contrast with
Akhaltsikhe, where Muslim population
doesn’t exist anymore, Batumi has a
strong Georgian Muslim community
with its history, culture and needs. Also
Batumi has a Georgian Jewsih commu-
nity with a long history of relationships
with Muslims and Christians.

Both Muslim and Jewish commu-
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nities used to have warm relationships
with each other. They were friends,
neighbors, classmates, and this friend-
ship is continuing.

Nevertheless, it was often evident
during interviews that they were try-
ing to avoid speaking about each oth-
er, with short answers such as: ,,What
do you want to know about Georgian
Muslims? Yes | had classmates and |
know them, what else are you inter-
ested in? We had good relationship.”

Muslim average answers about
Jewish-Muslim relationships are such:
“What do you want us to say about
Jews? We were working together, we
were classmates, we had friendship,
but now we have our problems and
they have their problems”.

It should be mentioned though
that it’s more sensible in interviews
that the modern geopolitical situation
in the world and especially in Isra-
el-Palestine affects bilateral relations
between Georgian Muslims and Geor-
gian Jewish communities.

Both sides have sympathies to the
other side of the conflict, and in Batumi
peace mostly is maintained between
the two communities. Nevertheless, if
the problem of the Jewish community
is the danger of terrorism in Israel and
in Georgia, the problem of the Geor-
gian Muslim community is of different
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nature. It is mostly based on relations
with the Georgian government which
has no interest in strengthening the
Muslim community and allowing them
to build the new mosque, and all other
problems now are not so relevant for
them at the moment.

We hold a group interview with the
Batumi Muslim community in the yard
of the “New mosque” where construc-
tion of that building is even not started
yet — the construction was “freezed”
due to the lack of proper dialogue and
the ongoing process of looking for a
solution between Muslim community
and local Adjara government.

In the Georgian Muslim community
nostalgia about the Soviet period is still
strong and most of them wanted to re-
call more and more their experience
living in Soviet Georgia. Most of them
think that the Soviet Union helped
them to get education, jobs, profes-
sions, flats and the main opportunity
to leave the high mountain of Adjara,
where they had no state services, un-
til now most of them are living in the
same flats which the Soviet Union gave
them.
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GEORGIAN MUSLIM AND
GEORGIAN JEWISH LIFE
ACCORDING TO ARCHIVAL
DOCUMENTS

The main instrument to control re-
ligious life in the Soviet Union and the
processes within it was the Depart-
ment of the religious committee. The
main guideline for this department was
to prevent people from “losing time”
for religious activities, as this time was
supposed to be used for working.

Another goal was to prevent and
forbid children’s participation in the re-
ligious process and, especially in small
traditional communities, to prevent
main problems such as early age mar-
riages. Religion committee agent was
supposed to check all regions, cities, and
check mosques, synagogues, churches
to make reports where all aspects of vi-
olation of religious law was noted.

That kind of report was later used to
make decisions against those religious
societies where violation was marked.
Especially strict measures were used to
prevent children’s participation in the
religious process.

Also, the committee agent was
checking religious organizations’ finan-
cial situation. He could make private
decisions to allow organizations to
open bank accounts in the state bank
if the income of the organization was
remarkable.
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In the following document we read
that the functional mosque in the Ad-
jara region was only in Batumi. In this
community income from the Muslim
religious holiday Ramadan gathered
more than 5000 rubble (Soviet nation-
al currency).
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Muslim society asking a religious committee
agent to let them open a state bank account, to
drop into money rotation.

da9bemodo  oglo bobmgb Ggmogon&o
gm0 gdob 085608, 6gds @sGoml goblbsl
bobgemdboggm bsdsbgm sbgs6ado, Gosms dgdmb-
oEBgmmds go@s@oboem afbsl gumop Hm@Go-
G0sdo.

It should be said that this govern-
ment inspector is quite supportive to-
wards the religious community. On the
one hand, personally makes strict mea-
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sures such as writing personal reports
onviolators who let children participate
in the religious services. Nevertheless,
on the other hand, he promotes and
helps on all other technical and finan-
cial issues. For instance, the inspector
creates the conditions allowing people
to keep money in state banks and get
income and allowing them to build and
to pray if they will not violate certain
Soviet rules regarding the religion. (law
which was regulating religious process,
not to allow children participate in the
religious process)

As it was mentioned above, there
was a strict approach regarding the
children’s participation in the religious
practices. Apart from that, strict mea-
sures have been used against those
who were gathering for praying during
working hours.

The state inspector I. Tunadze al-
ways writes and reports with his own,
specific style of criticism. For instance,
he couldn’t manage to hide his emo-
tions when he sees in mosques and
synagogues not only old people but
also youth who are praying.

In one of the archival documents
he quotes his own conversation with
children aged 9-13. In this conversa-
tion he asks children: “Are you going to
school?” and then he gets the answer
from children: “Yes, we do’”. According
to the document, Tunadze reminded
children that when they are speaking
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to elderly people they must take off
their hats. Children, as quoted, refused
it and answered that their tradition
does not allow them to take off hats
during praying. After that, according to
the document, Tunadze argues with lo-
cal elders and warns them to not allow
children to participate in the religious
practices.

Later in his report |. Tunadze writes
to his boss and apologizes that maybe
he is not doing enough propaganda
and enough effort that children still
continue participating in the religious
practices. He suggests in the docu-
ment that, probably, he is supposed to
get “only direct and strict measures”.
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TunadZze talks about children’s participation in the religious practices, having an argument with chil-

dren and with elders in the Batumi mosque.

0. §9b635dg bomdGmABL 85393980 Bgemogon® 36sgB 04090 mbsbomgmdsdy, Bsomdol §9hg0d0

30393980086 05 9RHMLgEmsb 3o8s0 Dy.

52



History which got alive during our
archival works is very interesting be-
cause it shows all aspects of how the
Soviet Union used to organize religious
issues. This is especially brightly illus-
trated by the I. Tunadze case quoted
above.

After Tunadze apologizes to the
Religious Affairs Council, he gets an
answer where he gets instructions on
how to solve the problems described
by him in the report in the future.

It should be noted that the Council
of Religious Affairs under the Council
of Ministers instructions are very soft,
and later on Tunadze gets orders to get
more soft measures. He is also advised
to use different methods and dialects
during mediating with such religious
society about such problems which has
been named in the above documents.
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The answer from the Council of Religious
Affairs to I. Tunadze about his last report corre-
sponding to children participation in religious
practices and strict measures.
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A document about Jewish households around Georgia with their work specifications.
©m3ndgbBo bogsGomggmml 8sbd§odoom gdGomma Jnbs8ynbgmdgdobs oo dsomo bodwndom
b3gogog9;0980b dgbsobgd.

Document plan for Akhaltsikhe and other regions where Jewish population used to live.
389895-0m3m896 0 sboem(zobobs s 08 bbgs Mggombgdologols, bawscz sy gdmsogema dmbob-
mgmds (36mgEHm3o.
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Georgian Land Management Commission’s plans to create anti-religion groups to increase propa-

ganda against religion.

bogo@Borggammb 8obol gobjomggol jmBobos 8958s3b s6§omgmoagon@o xanagdol d948650
©gmogool 60bssm8rya 3G Mm3s3560b gobodmogmgdemsc.

Jewish families were involved in
various types of economic activities
such as: working in agricultural unions
cooperatives and in artels (small facto-
ries, distribution mainly shoes, leather,
bricks etc).

In the beginning of NEP (New Eco-
nomic Politic) in the Soviet Union, and
with the korenization national politics,
the Soviet government promoted a lot
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document, list of Jewish workers who are go-
ing to be sent to the Shoe factory. 541.1.22.
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of economical activities to breathe life
to the Soviet economy and to resolve
poverty problems, especially in the
ethnic minority groups.

Under the New economic policy,
the government created thousands of
artels (small manufacturing factories)
oriented on leather and other small
machinery inventories which was nec-
essary to provide the country’s huge
number of construction works.

Simultaneously, collective farms
were established, along with a lot of
other buildings and services. All this
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Simon Khakhiashvili asks to be sent to the
Kolkheti agricultural artel as a worker. 525.1.546.
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Daniel Aron Davitashvili declares
that he lives in poverty and has no abil-
ity to keep family, so he asks to be sent
to the Kolkhida Agricultural Artel. Letter
from Oni (region Rcha, high mountain
region in Georgia). 525.1.546.

@sbogem  oFBmb  @ogocmsdzormo
s@bowgdlb, Gmd bowomodgdo (3bm-
36m3lb o  mgobol  Jgbomha-
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gem-bodgan@Ebgm sGBgmdo. 6gGaemo
mbosb (Mogs, domomdmosbo @g-
gombo bogoGoggemmdo).

needed much more and more
materials, for example shoe ar-
tels were famous among Jew-
ish and Armenian population.
Jews and Armenians mostly
used to choose that typical
artels to work, because they
already had experience and
they knew this craft from their
families. Also they always were famous
in Georgia for that kind of economic
tradition. Historically, in Georgia Jews
and Armenians were involved in shoe
making professions, as well as in trade.

It should be mentioned here that
the belief that Jews were not histori-
cally used to work on land is quite ste-
reotypical, and the restrictions to the
Jewish population to own land or to
work on land mostly came from the lo-
cal political decisions. In Georgia this
stereotype had no historical grounds,
because Georgian Jews always worked
on lands and not only.

What did artels change in Soviet
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Protocol of the central EVCOMBED of Soviet Georgia, decision
made by Evcombed of Georgia what steps must be done to recruit
Jewish citizens into artels in Kulashi.
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10.

11.

12.

Arrangement of Jews in col-
lective farms.

Forming a box-making Ar-
tel.

Opening of a brick factory.
Founding of Iron Artel.
Formation of a tailor’s Ar-
tel.

Sending Jews to work at the
railway station.

Retirement of labor dis-
abled people.

Medical aid for the poor.
Establishment of the shoe-
maker’s Artel.

Opening of professional
school and kindergarten.
Finding help from the trea-
sury for the victims.
Forming a cotton gathering
artel.

541.1.31.
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A document, list of Jewish workers who are going to be sent for construction courses. 541.1.22.
©m39896@0, 98Gsgemo 848980l bos, GmBemgdo mbos gong Bogbmb boddgbgdemm j9&Glbgd dg.




Georgia? This question is very interest-
ing because in the beginning of the So-
viet Union’s industrialization process-
es small nations faced such problems
as life in extreme poverty, poor living
conditions, lack of education. Small
manufacturing artels resolved eco-
nomical problems in such a manner
that later development was logical to
transfer from artels to the large indus-
trial works. Hereby, it can be said that
artels, in a way, created a base for large
industrial factories.

Artels were suggesting its work-
ers to upgrade their knowledge, so
they were funding students in certain
spheres which were needed in the
economy: accounting, bank works,
brick production, iron works, law, med-
icine, veterinary, construction courses
etc.

The Soviet Union created experi-
enced workers manpower after work-
ing them in typical artels and training
them via some courses. Trained work-
ers were distributed all over the coun-
try, but mostly they were sent direct-
ly to that artels or organizations from
where they were used to serve.
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Letter from loseb losebashvili, where he reports that he studies on a one year accounting course,
and one month fee for food and accommodation costs 120 manat/ruble (Soviet currency). He asks finan-
cial support to his artel Tsiteli Gora. 525.1.708.

0mbgd 0mbydsdzomol byoma, bowasrs ob 5(36m398L sGBgemb, Gm8 bbsgemmdl 3mmamm® Fa-
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In this document we can see what kind of problems existed due to Jewish collectivization process,
and what kind of problems Soviet government agents were faced with the so called speculators, and
what politics they used to fight against the underground economy.
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Jewish life activated, they started to
care not only about education but also
about culture, Soviet Georgia was very
supportive by providing all material
and theoretical resources to build the-
aters, schools, hospitals, even Jewish
newspapers started to publish about
culture, politics and newsesa about all
over the country.

It is clear that archival documents
can give us only fragmented informa-
tion about the life of Jewish and Muslim
communities in Soviet Georgia. This is
related to the fact that the majority of
the archival documents are of official
character — however, not all of them.
When the researcher is lucky enough,
there is a possibility to also find per-
sonal letters and documents, related
to individual people’s stories. These
could be the letters written by individ-
uals to the authorities, but containing
their personal stories, and so on.

Endnotes/ lsjmemom
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t Communicative memory, according to Jan Assman, is the living memory which is the result
of interpersonal communication. This type of memory can reach up to 100 years in the past,
as it is an oral tradition and transmission from one generation to another- for instance, from
grandparents to grandchildren. [3m3bogzoom®o dgbbogmgds, 0sb sbdsbolb sdFam, stab
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CONCLUSION

The main aim of the current pub-
lication was to critically readdress one
of the least researched periods of
Georgia’s Jewish and Muslim history
— the early Soviet period with its new
economic politics and various attempts
to design the nationality politics in the
region.

Within the frames of the research
preceding the current publication
we took a closer look at two regions
where Jewish population historically
lived alongside with the Muslim popu-
lation: Adjara and Samtskhe-Javakheti.
Both regions used to be parts of the
Ottoman Empire, but they have their
historical differences. For instance, Ad-
jara and its capital Batumi was mostly
home to Adjarian Muslims, Georgians,
Laz people and Ashkenazi Jews (and a
small group of Georgian Jews). Mean-
while, Samtskhe-Javakheti with its cen-
ter in Akhaltsikhe, alongside Georgians
and Georgian Jews, historically had a
considerable Armenian population, as
well as Meskhetian (Muslim) minority.

Georgian Jews of Javakheti are fa-
mous with their different (from the
rest of Georgia) traditions and with the
Ottoman influence on some elements
of their culture. Local Meskhetian pop-
ulation was deported in the mid-20th
century, but the memory of this “miss-
ing” group is still alive in the region.
While historically Georgia is a multi-
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ethnic country with strong neighboring
traditions between various ethnicities
and religions, in many terms early So-
viet time became harder for the local
Muslims than for other groups.

In our archival and oral history re-
search we took a closer look at the
interethnic relations between Jews
and Muslims in Georgia within the con-
text of early Soviet nationalities policy
and the New economic politics of the
1920s.

Our preliminary hypothesis was
that while the Caucasus is a historically
conflict region, Jews and Muslims had
a long history of peaceful coexistence
here, even though the Soviet policies
were not always equal towards each
ethnicity. We consciously tried to leave
the period after the creation of the
State of Israel out of the scope of the
research as we wish to concentrate on
the interethnic and neighboring rela-
tions — also, most of Javakheti’'s Muslim
population was deported after World
War Il.

The research which has become
the base of the current publication
is difficult to evaluate as a fully pro-
found deep dive into the topic due to
the time restraints of the project that
allowed us to undertake the research.
Nevertheless, the research team man-
aged to zoom into the issue of multi-
ethnic relations in early Soviet Georgia,
especially in the two regions that were
chosen for the research —Samtskhe-Ja-
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vakheti and Adjara. It is clear that the
period of the 1920s is not reachable
anymore by people’s communicative
memory, as 100 years have passed
since that time. Nevertheless, the oral
history interviews gave us the possi-
bility to see what is the current com-
municative memory and the leading
narrative about the life of Muslim and
Jewish communities together.
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list of the Jewish cooperatives and artels.
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list of the Cooperative workers which are getting salaries.
dmm39688039830 wobsgddgdamms bobgmmasobm bos. 527.1.177.
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Declaration of Evkombed of Soviet Georgia.
bodgmars bogsGoggenmb g33m88gm0b gobibowgds. 541.1.39.
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A trace from a mezuzah visible on the
right from the door, Akhaltsikhe.
89990l 339m0 dgbsodhbgzos jomab
85693960 8bstrgl, sboem(zoby.

New Mosque in Batumi.
sbsmo dghgomo dsormddo.




Entrance to a house in Akhaltsikhe with
the year of construction written in Hebrew.
bobemol dgbobsgengemo 59969800
msFHomom, g8GHomemo bom69MHs.

A mezuzah (a piece of parchment in-
scribed with verses from the Torah) visible
right from the door, Akhaltsikhe.
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